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'r I do not suggest that was the wording of the letter,
cr anything like it. But it probably conveys a rough
idea of its sense. It would be extremely interesting to
know who Was the recipient of that letter."
Hanslet considered this point. It was always expedi-
ent to humour the Professor, even when he insisted upon
attaching undue importance to trifies. " You seemed
to think, the other day, that there might be some con-
nection between this Charles Alcott and Venner," said
the Superintendent at last. " Now you tell me that
Henry Alcott was in the habit of sending that sort of
letter to people whose names he saw in the papers. Ven-
ner *s name was pretty prominently in the papers at tfce
time of the inquest on his uncle."
Dr. Priestley shook his head. " Henry Alcott had
been dead seven months by then/' he replied.
** Well, then, Venner can't have had anything to
do with it. In fact, Professor, ance there was no address
with this letter, I can't quite see how we are going to
guess who it was seat to."
" No. Unfortunately, we cannot guess that. But the-
motive for the alteration of the letter to its present
form is easier to determine. I have always believed
that it was in the interest of somebody to ensure that
the body of Charles AJcott should be identified beyond
question. The fragment of envelope addressed to Sir
Alured Faversham was the first precaution. But sup-
pose that, for any reason, Faversham had been pre-
vented from going to Weyfotd to identify the body?
This possibility had to be guarded against, and there-
fore a second precaution was necessary. This letter,
ostensibly from Henry Alcott to his son, was this second
precaution. Anyone reading it, and knowing that the
dead man's shirt was marked ' Chas. Alcott/ would
naturally assume from the letter that he was the son of
'Henry Alcott/'